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Mr. Speaker, I have been honored to work 

with this incredible woman on promoting 
sound education policy for more than two dec-
ades. I ask my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join me in thanking Deputy 
Superintendent Karen Philip for her remark-
able service to our nation’s children and wish 
she and her husband, Lou, a phenomenal re-
tirement filled with exciting travel, good health 
and the love of their amazing family: Kimberly 
and her husband Keith, Jeff, and his wife 
Jenn, and grandchildren Lydia, Mark, Caitlin, 
John, Emma and Amelia. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. GEORGE R. 
CARRUTHERS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Dr. George R. Carruthers, a 
world-renowned scientist, an innovative leader 
in astronomy and engineering, and a resident 
of the District of Columbia. 

Through the guidance and encouragement 
of his father, Dr. Carruthers discovered his in-
terest in engineering. After graduating from 
Englewood High School in Chicago, Dr. Car-
ruthers earned a bachelor’s of science degree 
in aeronautical engineering, a master’s degree 
in nuclear engineering, and a doctorate de-
gree in aeronautical and astronomical engi-
neering at the University of Illinois. 

Though born in Ohio and raised in Illinois, 
Dr. Carruthers has spent most of his distin-
guished career as a resident of the nation’s 
capital. Since joining the U.S. Naval Research 
Laboratory in 1964, Dr. Carruthers has co-in-
vented the far-ultra violet electrographic cam-
era, which was first used in sounding rockets 
in 1966 and was used during the Apollo 16 
mission to the moon in 1972, giving scientists 
fresh, revealing images of Earth and space. 
He was also the first to detect molecular hy-
drogen in deep space in 1970. Dr. Carruthers 
has been a driving force in the use of ultra-
violet astronomy. Not only was he involved in 
the review of the early design of the Hubble 
Space Telescope, which was carried into orbit 
in 1990, where it remains and continues to op-
erate, he has refurbished the telescope in the 
Observatory on the campus of Howard Univer-
sity, enabling students, educators, families, 
and the general public to use the telescope to 
view special astronomical events. 

Dr. Carruthers was inducted into the Na-
tional Inventor’s Hall of Fame in 2003, and 
has received numerous awards, including the 
Black Engineer of the Year in 1987, the Arthur 
S. Fleming Award in 1971, the Exceptional 
Achievement Scientific Award from the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration in 
1972 and the Warner Prize from the American 
Astronomical Society in 1973. 

The District of Columbia and its residents 
are particularly grateful for Dr. Carruthers’ 
work in helping to develop the next generation 
of engineers by creating the Science and En-
gineering Apprentice Program, a summer pro-
gram in which D.C. Public Schools high school 
students work side-by-side with professional 
scientists. Dr. Carruthers has also edited and 
co-authored several publications and co-pro-

duced a series of instructional videos on Earth 
and space science for high school students. 

For more than two decades, Dr. Carruthers 
has been an active member of Science, Math-
ematics, Aerospace, Research, and Tech-
nology (S.M.A.R.T.), Inc., where he has 
shared his knowledge through presentations 
and hands-on activities with students, edu-
cators, families, and the general public. Dr. 
Carruthers spent six years coordinating work-
shops in aerospace, science and technology 
for African-American students in the D.C. met-
ropolitan area for S.M.A.R.T. and the National 
Air and Space Museum. 

Dr. Carruthers is the editor of the National 
Technical Association (NTA) Journal and 
newsletter, is the President of the D.C. Chap-
ter of NTA, and was a secretary of the Devel-
opment Fund for Black Students in Science 
and Technology for more than two decades. 

For a lifetime of achievements and for con-
tinuing contributions to science, engineering, 
and astronomy, as recognized throughout the 
nation and the world, I ask the House to join 
me in celebrating the uniquely distinctive place 
of Dr. George R. Carruthers in science. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to be 
present to cast my vote on Mr. HOLT’s amend-
ment to H.R. 2218—Empowering Parents 
through Quality Charter Schools Act. I wish 
the record to reflect my intentions had I been 
able to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 702, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD 
BOITANO 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise this today 
to ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing Richard 
Boitano as he retires as Associate Super-
intendent of Education for the Jefferson Union 
High School District. 

Rick Boitano has served his community for 
38 years as a teacher, Vice-Principal, District 
Director of Pupil-Personnel Services and As-
sociate Superintendent. In addition, he has 
been active in numerous organizations dedi-
cated to helping young people and the com-
munity at large, including the San Mateo 
County Juvenile Justice Planning Council, San 
Mateo County TANF Planning Council, San 
Mateo County Community Schools Task 
Force, Board of Directors of Youth Empow-
ering Systems, Inc., San Mateo County Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Com-
mission, Pacifica Youth Service Bureau, Every 
15 Minutes Alcohol Abuse Prevention Program 
and the Association of California School Ad-
ministrators. 

In addition, Rick has been a presenter at 
the California State Juvenile Officers’ Associa-

tion Annual Training Conference, the San 
Mateo County Prevention Coordinators Meet-
ing, and the National School Transportation 
Association Convention on Gang Awareness, 
School Safety and Gang Intervention. 

Rick has also served as Chairperson of the 
WASC School Accreditation Process and the 
San Mateo County Gang Task Force Schools 
Division. In addition, Rick is a member and 
past-president of St. Pius Catholic Church 
Mens’ Club. 

Rick Boitano was born and raised in San 
Francisco, having received his Bachelor of 
Arts, Secondary Teaching Credential and Ad-
ministrative Services Credential from the Uni-
versity of San Francisco. He and Beverly, his 
lovely wife of 35 years, have raised four 
boys—Tim, Jonathan, Matt and Andrew—and 
his retirement will provide extra time for his 
grandson, Jude. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Rick for his dec-
ades of service to the young people of Califor-
nia’s 12th Congressional District. He has 
earned his retirement and I wish him nothing 
but the best, which is exactly what he gave 
the students and parents of the Jefferson 
Union High School District every day for thirty- 
eight years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AZERBAIJAN AND 
THE AZERI PEOPLE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, as the Co- 
Chairman of the Congressional Azerbaijan 
Caucus, I would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize Azerbaijan and the Azeri people for 
their ongoing support of the United States and 
our allies in the Global War on Terror. Azer-
baijan has been a consistent supporter of U.S. 
efforts in the fight against terrorism, and the 
Azeris have worked with us to strengthen eco-
nomic and political stability in the Caspian re-
gion. It is important that we recognize the sac-
rifices made by our allies and continue to 
thank them for their support. 

As we reflect back on the recently passed 
10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, we must remember that the 
fight against terrorism is not a fight against 
Islam. On September 11, 2001, Americans of 
all faiths and citizens from around the world 
tragically lost their lives. 

Today, uniformed and civilian men and 
women around the world work shoulder to 
shoulder to combat the ongoing threat of ter-
rorist attacks that don’t just affect the United 
States, but virtually every nation. This effort is 
not one of faith; rather it is an effort to keep 
citizens of all nations safe from barbaric acts 
of terrorism. 

Immediately after 9/11, Azerbaijan, a major-
ity Muslim nation, was among the first to offer 
strong support and assistance to the United 
States. Azerbaijan participated in operations 
Iraq and is actively engaged in Afghanistan, 
having recently doubled its military presence 
there. Azerbaijan has extended important 
over-flight clearances for U.S. and NATO 
flights to support ISAF and has regularly pro-
vided landing and refueling operations at its 
airports for U.S. and NATO forces. Also, Azer-
baijan plays an important role in the Northern 
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